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Roaming philanthropist donates to two local charities 
Chris Durant The Times-Standard 
Saturday, July 19, 2003 –

EUREKA -- A St. Louis business owner made a stop here Friday to give some of his money to two local children's charities. 

John Tlapek donated $7,500 to both the Boys & Girls Club of Humboldt County and the Larry McCarty Foundation For Kids. He also committed to matching another $5,000 for each charity if they receive $5,000 in donations in four weeks. 

Executive Director of the Boys & Girls Club of Humboldt County Jeff Jacobs said that the board of directors of the charity has already donated the $5,000. 

"The board was so honored that this guy was even thinking about us," Jacobs said. 

Tlapek said he was inspired by the John Steinbeck novel "Travels with Charlie," in which Steinbeck chronicles his cross country trip with his poodle, Charlie. 

"He went all over the country meeting people," Tlapek said. "I've always wanted to do that. I also thought that this is a great opportunity to give back to local charities in some of the towns that I visit." 

Tlapek is focussing on children's charities in smaller cities on his 10,000 mile, nine-week trip. Eureka marks the end of his third week on the road. 

"I'm trying to draw attention to lesser known children's charities," Tlapek said. 

Tlapek said he will donate "several hundred thousand dollars" by the end of his trip. His next donation stop is Spokane, Wash. 

Tlapek isn't alone in his small recreational vehicle. Charlie, a 6-month-old golden retriever, is taking up the passenger seat. 

"Steinbeck had a poodle," Tlapek said. "I'm not a poodle guy." 

The Larry McCarty foundation nurtures children's ambitions, talents and self-esteem by providing gifts and currently serves seven schools in Humboldt County. 

The organization was named after a former principal of both Arcata and Trinidad Elementary Schools formed in 1993, shortly after he died.

